YOU    MAY    WISH     TO    KNOW:

Was I spied upon, and watched in my movements?

If I was, it was done in such a way that I never noticed it.
Several times, as at Krasnoyarsk, I was hi a rage because,, contrary
to promises, no one had been informed of rny arrival in advance.

Did the ordinary people talk to me freely?

Yes, the further away from the capital the more outspoken
I found the population. Their criticism of existing conditions
and Government measures was even astounding to me at
first. In the capital and among officials of the Party and Civil
Service I noticed a continuous vigilance over their words and
behaviour towards me, as a foreigner and reporter. The ordinary
workers and the exiles did not mince their words in conversation
with me.

Could I take photographs undisturbed?

Everywhere except in railway stations, on bridges and military
premises, aerodromes and barracks, I had to abide by the
general rule in Russia that films must be developed before they
are taken out of the country and shown to the frontier guards
upon demand. They were in fact inspected by a Customs official
at the Moscow airport at my departure, but none were taken
away.

Could I send telegrams out of the country?

Yes. Press messages are subject to censorship in Moscow,,
but private correspondence was accepted ai al! post offices in the
English language and in Latin script. Letters and cables from
home reached me in normal time. The telephone conversation
I had with a colleague in Moscow by short wave wireless from
Dickson Island had to be carried on in Russian. No objection
was raised against telephone communication with my family
from Moscow and Leningrad in my language,
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